
   The Happenings 

Our Mission & Who We Are 

Hand-N-Hand is a nonprofit organization that  provides  

support and resources for families with children               

experiencing hearing loss. We offer children who are    

deaf and hard of hearing, their parents, and families the          

opportunity to connect in a friendly environment that     

promotes language, early literacy, and social and         

emotional development through Educational Programs, 

Parent & Community Education, and Outreach. This 

unique organization serves as a resource for agencies and 

families educating and promoting the importance of early 

intervention and education for young deaf and hard of  

hearing children. 

 

 
 

 

We currently serve 14 counties in Northeast Wisconsin. 

In 2017-18, we welcomed 

75 families and 27 volunteers 

35 DHH Playgroups (ages birth -5 yrs) 

20 weeks American Sign Language 

20 weeks Roots-N-Wings (ages 6-12 yrs) 

20 weeks Music-N-Motion (ages 6-36 mos) 

6 Parent-N-Parent Networking meetings  

6 Community Outings  

Hand-N-Hand programs are open to the community. We 

welcome you and your family to visit, join or volunteer 

and be part of an organization empowered to making a 

difference in the lives of families and children with  

hearing loss.  
 

Visit our website, Facebook page or contact us and join 
our email list to stay up to date with Hand-N-Hand. 

 

 
 

Spring 2019 Edition 

Who We Served 

For more information, contact Jenny Geiken at 920.737.0477  

Email: director@hnhnew.org  

DHH Playgroups: A natural environment where 

deaf and hard of hearing infants and toddlers and 

their families have full access to communication 

through visual, auditory, and/or tactile                

communication systems. 
 

Parent and Community Education: Discover a 

broad range of perspectives on hearing differences 

and related topics, learn sign language and learn 

about Deaf culture. 
 

Early Support Services: Specialized Early         

Intervention and therapy services, family and    

community education. 
 

Parent-N-Parent: Networking opportunities      

empowering families with young DHH children. 
 

Community Outreach & Outings: Building     

capacity & connections in our community while 

raising awareness of hearing differences.             

Excursions where families socialize with other  

families who have children with similar needs & the 

DHH community. 
 

Lending Library: Stocked with sign language 

books & dictionaries, computer programs, videos & 

DVDs, assessment tools & reference materials.  
 

Scholarships: Supporting families with hearing  

related expenses. 
 

 

Hand-N-Hand Educational Programs run through May 6.  

We will be posting outings throughout the summer and 

resume Educational Programs in September 2019.  

Hand-N-Hand of Northeastern Wisconsin, Inc. 
 

 

https://www.hnhnew.org 

1707 South Oneida Street 

Green Bay, WI 54304 

920.737.0477 

https://www.hnhnew.org/
mailto:jlgeiken@hnhnew.org
https://www.facebook.com/Hand-N-Hand-of-Northeastern-Wisconsin-Inc-104636476257676/
https://www.hnhnew.org


Hello and thank you for taking a moment to read  

Hand-N-Hand Happenings. This newsletter provides a 

broad overview of who we are and what we do. It is 

designed to give families and stakeholders a glimpse  

of our supports; and through a collection of stories and 

information, we hope to give you a snapshot of  

Hand-N-Hand of Northeastern Wisconsin, Inc. I also invite 

you to walk through our website and view the video which 

embodies the heart of Hand-N-Hand.  
 

As we enter our 17th year, our programs continue to 

mature and we are appreciative of our local and state-wide 

partnerships. Features within this issue of The Happenings 

will demonstrate the reciprocation of goodwill and 

commitment we share with our community. 

 

Many Thanks, 

Jennifer Geiken 

Hand-N-Hand of Northeastern Wisconsin Inc., Director 

Special thanks to Phonak, MED-EL, Cochlear 

Americas, US Captioning, Wisconsin Lions Camp, 

and WisconSibs for participating.  
 

A unique feature of these meetings is that parents 

can be networking while their children  

socialize with peers and DHH community  

members. Thanks to Patrick Hennessy and the 

Southwest I-Sign group for providing an ASL  

story and activities with the children during these 

meetings.  
 

“More opportunities, more often” is the feedback 

we received about our pilot program that offers 

social opportunities for DHH teens in NE WI. In 

December 2018 and March 2019 we partnered 

with WESP-DHH Outreach and offered events 

which expanded social connections among teens 

from 8 school districts!  For more information  

contact Joleen Hunkins at jmhunkins@gbaps.org. Director’s Message 

Community Kudos 
 

Hand-N-Hand would like to give a shout out to Prevea 

Health and Logicalis, Inc. for their donations; their  

generosity enabled us to transition our new home (2017) 

into a welcoming environment for all! If you would like to 

see this firsthand, contact us for a site visit where you can 

enjoy a cup of coffee in our Prevea Health Parent Lounge! 
 

HAND IN HAND with Our Community 
 

Hand-N-Hand parent meetings aim to support our  

community and we are lucky enough to do this hand in 

hand with our community! Last May and again in March 

2019, we partnered with Green Bay Area Public Schools 

DHH program to offer workshops to support hearing  

devices, assistive technology and social opportunities for 

DHH individuals. What an honor for our Programs to unite 

and support deaf and hard of hearing children, their fami-

lies, and the Northeast WI community!   

Relevant Resources 

 Support Success for Children with Hearing Loss 

‘Go-to’ site for professionals and family members 

seeking information about learning and social issues 

of children with hearing loss and what you can do to 

better support their success. 
 

American Sign Language Browser 

Comprehensive collection of video clips of ASL 

vocabulary. 
 

Apps for Kids with Hearing Loss 
List of recommended sign language apps for kids 

(and adults) to use on iDevices. 
 

Signing Time 

HUGE collection of DVDs and activities across a 

broad range of ages and topics, and newsletter to get 

Sign of the Week. 
 

 Birth to 3 Program  

 Wisconsin’s early intervention program that 

 supports families of children with delays or 

 disabilities under the age of three. For information 

 on Eligibility and Best  Practices for Infants and 

 Toddlers with Hearing  Loss 

 County and Provider Resources 

  

https://www.hnhnew.org/about-us/testimonials/
mailto:jmhunkins@gbaps.org
http://www.successforkidswithhearingloss.com
http://www.commtechlab.msu.edu/sites/aslweb/browser.htm
http://bit.ly/VOEtWp
http://www.signingtime.com
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/birthto3/index.htm
http://www.infanthearing.org/stateguidelines/Wisconsin/wisconsin_info.html
http://www.infanthearing.org/stateguidelines/Wisconsin/wisconsin_info.html
http://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/children/ctyresources.htm


 We learned of Hand-N-Hand when our eldest daughter, Violet, was 5 months old and     

diagnosed with profound hearing loss in both ears. This knowledge of hearing loss was   

unknown territory to us. It was heartbreaking to know that she would not be able to hear. 

My husband and I had discussed the different options and which direction we would want to 

take regarding her condition. We chose to go the route of cochlear implants so that our 

sweet Violet may have some hearing abilities, but she was not yet eligible until 12 months 

old. Meanwhile, we were informed about Hand-N-Hand through our Birth to 3 Coordinator. 

We reached out to Hand-N-Hand to gather more information. A phone call to the Director, 

Jenny Geiken, led us to “come, talk to some parents, see the kids, and check it out.” One 

visit was all it took, we were hooked! 
 

Hand-N-Hand provided us with support and resources we did not know were out there.  

We met with other parents, some of whom were on the same journey as us. We witnessed 

how other children function with cochlear implants an that enabled us to form some  

appropriate expectations for our daughter when she received hers. At the HNH Center, they 

provided classes where we were able to participate and learn sign language right alongside 

Violet. This wealth of knowledge and support were exactly what we needed! 
 

Then we had our second baby, another girl! Claire, did not pass her newborn hearing screen, 

just like her big sister. This time, we were prepared! Hand-N-Hand, Jenny and the families, 

were right there giving us more support and assistance. Claire had a slightly different  

hearing diagnosis than her sister. Because of that Claire also received a cochlear implant, 

just like Violet, but she also kept a hearing aid for one of her ears.  
 

Hand-N-Hand has offered so much support. We, the parents, take classes and join in Parent -N-Parent events. Currently, our 

daughters are in the DHH playgroup and Roots-N-Wings class. We attend fun summer outings to stay connected to our  

Hand-N-Hand friends and families. We have received scholarships through Hand-N-Hand to attend conferences and workshops, 

and we had volunteer opportunities which included the honor of sitting on a planning committee. We have been so blessed to be 

a part of this Hand-N-Hand community.  
 

We are now a family of 6. We have been blessed with 4 little ladies, 2 of them deaf and 2 of them hearing. What an eye-opening 

experience our hearing children were. Hand-N-Hand has been with us through it all. We hope to be able to  

support new and future Hand-N-Hand families in the same way!       - Andy, Lori, Violet, Claire, Julie, & Emma 

The Leonhard’s 
H-N-H’s Featured Family 

I began my journey with Hand-N-Hand when I was just eleven months old. My parents 

were searching for communication options that would be appropriate for a child with 

hearing loss. Nobody else in my family had hearing loss, so they weren’t quite sure 

what to expect, but they knew that early intervention was essential. My family and I 

started attending class weekly so that we could all learn sign language together, but I 

also received so many other benefits from being around other kids like me. I gained 

lifelong friendships and learned self-advocacy. I will never forget the distinct feeling of 

joy I had when I was around other kids who understood me. Hand-N-Hand was the one 

place I felt completely comfortable, the one place I would never have to explain my 

hearing loss. I realized that I was not alone but had an entire community to support me. 

This support allowed me to accept myself for being different. I learned how to  answer 

people’s questions with pride, and more importantly, how to speak up for myself and 

others.  
  

Hand-N-Hand had such a huge impact on my life as a child, I was reluctant to leave 

after I outgrew the programs. However, my family has always remained involved  

because we want to help and support other families with children just like me. So, even 

though I no longer was a student, I was elated when I was able to “officially” be involved 

again, this time as a volunteer. I knew firsthand how important the programs could be in a 

child’s life and wanted to make it a positive experience for every person who walked 

through the door. Working with children with hearing loss put me in a leadership position 

that I had never really experienced before, but I grew to love it. I mentor them and get to 

see the progress they make which is more rewarding than I could ever imagine. There is nothing that compares to seeing a child 

sign for the first time, feeling like I had a small part to play in their accomplishments. Unfortunately, as a Senior in high school, 

I have little free time to volunteer. Yet, I still manage to stay involved with the organization by speaking for several  

panels in the past few years, and now sitting on the fundraising committee. Next year, I will be attending UW-Madison to study 

Pre-Med, with the hopes of eventually becoming a pediatric surgeon. This choice was inspired by my time at Hand-N-Hand, 

both because it introduced me to a love of working with kids, along with giving me the tools I need to be successful as a  

student with hearing loss. Hand-N-Hand has given me so much throughout my life, and I hope to stay involved with it for as 

long as I can.     -Michaela  
  

Michaela Kihntopf 
H-N-H’s Featured  

Volunteer  



 

Your Support Helps Us Thrive! 
 

To continue to support our mission and promote the importance of early intervention and education, and provide     
programs and outreach services in our community, we rely on the generosity of individuals and businesses for support.  

 

Your generosity will make a difference by allowing us to continue to provide essential programming, including  
DHH Playgroups, Early Support Services, Parent Networking, Music and Sign Language classes, and Scholarships. 

Approximately 90% of the funds necessary to operate Hand-N-Hand are raised from generous donors. At your  
convenience, donations can be made online or by mail, with checks made payable to Hand-N-Hand.  

Send to: 
Hand-N-Hand Annual Fund 

5403 Oak Orchard Road  
Abrams, WI 54101 

(Remit envelope enclosed) 
 

Every donation counts! Support Hand-N-Hand by making a gift of $50, $100, $250, $500  
or, you might consider a Sponsorship gift of $1,000. 

Our total annual contribution goal for the  
     2019 campaign is $80,000.   

Thank you to our 2018 Sponsors! 
Champion ($5,000): Prevea Health 

Partner ($2,500): Capital Credit Union, Live Like Ava, Inc. , Primum Bonum, Inc. 

Supporter ($1,000): American Antiques & Jewelry, Andrew Hetzel, Apple Family Foundation, First Nation Group, MED-EL, 

New Fusion Dance & Performing Arts, Nicolet National Bank, Concrete Industries, Inc., U.S. Captioning Company,  

Houston Family, Vander Zanden Family 

Board of Directors 
Jennifer Geiken 

Director/President/

Treasurer 

Jamie Geiken 

Vice President/

Secretary 

Staci Athey 

Parent of Hard of  

Hearing Child 

Tom Theroux 

Grandparent of 

Deaf Children 

Heather Totman 

Educational  

Audiologist 

Rasami Moua 

Hard of Hearing 

Adult 

THANK YOU for the show of support we received for our Strikes-N-Scares Bowling Bash fundraiser held 

on November 4, 2018. Hand-N-Hand of Northeastern Wisconsin, Inc. appreciates the generosity of our    

community; through combined donations and participation at the event, we raised more than $12,000!  

Hand-N-Hand Fundraiser 

Silent Night & All That Jazz 

Hotel Northland, Green Bay 

 November 16, 2019   
 
 

 
 

 

Save the Date 

https://www.hnhnew.org/sponsors/support-us/#Sponsorships
https://www.prevea.com/Medical-Services/Audiology
https://www.capitalcu.com/
https://www.facebook.com/livelikeava/
https://www.aaandj.com/
https://firstnationgroup.com/
https://www.medel.com/us/
http://www.newfusiondance.com/
https://www.nicoletbank.com/
https://www.prevea.com/Medical-Services/Audiology
https://www.capitalcu.com/
https://www.facebook.com/livelikeava/
https://www.aaandj.com/
https://firstnationgroup.com/
https://www.medel.com/us/
http://www.newfusiondance.com/
https://www.nicoletbank.com/
https://www.hnhnew.org/resources/photo-gallery/
https://www.hnhnew.org/sponsors/fundraising/
https://www.hnhnew.org/resources/photo-gallery/
https://www.hnhnew.org/programs/our-programs/
https://www.hnhnew.org/programs/our-programs/
https://www.hnhnew.org/programs/our-programs/

